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Christopher	Emil	Knoepke,	PhD,	MSW,	LCSW	
knoepke@usc.edu	

	

EDUCATION	AND	TRAINING	

	 2005	 	 B.A.	 Psychology,	Monmouth	College	

	 2007	 	 M.S.W.	 Brown	School	of	Social	Work,	Washington	University	in	St.	Louis	

	 2015	 	 Ph.D.	 Graduate	School	of	Social	Work,	University	of	Denver	

	 2016-present	 Postdoctoral	Fellowship	in	Shared	Decision	Making,	Adult	&	Child	Center	for	
Outcomes	Research	&	Delivery	Science,	School	of	Medicine,	University	of	Colorado	-	
Denver	

Licensure	and	Certifications		

	 2010-2015	 Colorado	Department	of	Regulatory	Agencies,	Licensed	Social	Worker	(LSW)		

	 2015-present	 Colorado	Department	of	Regulatory	Agencies,	Licensed	Clinical	Social	Worker	(LCSW)	
#9923640	

	 2014-present	 Employee	Assistance	Certification	Commission,	Certified	Employee	Assistance	
Professional	(CEAP)		

	 2013-2016	 International	Credentialing	&	Reciprocity	Consortium,	Colorado	Certified	Prevention	
Specialist	II	

ACADEMIC	INTERESTS	

My	primary	research	interest	is	in	improving	patient-provider	communication	around	technologically-
complex,	stigmatized,	or	otherwise	difficult	medical	decisions	–	with	the	goal	of	improving	the	patient-
centered	quality	of	the	decisions	that	are	made.	This	includes	a	social-ecological	conceptualization	of	patient	
education	and	psychometrically-sound	methods	assessing	constructs	relevant	to	improving	patient-centered	
medical	decisions.		

With	respect	to	teaching,	my	interests	lie	in	the	training	of	health	care	practitioners	and	the	development	of	
team-based	innovations	in	care	delivery,	including	topics	related	to	organizational	leadership,	integrated	
health	services,	health	behavior	change,	patient-provider	communication,	educational	tools,	application	of	
policy,	brief	intervention,	and	ethics	and	professional	standards.	

	

	

	

ACADEMIC	&	CLINICAL	POSITIONS	

Academic	 	

2017-present	 Faculty	Advisor:	Doctor	of	Social	Work	Program,	Suzanne	Dworak-Peck	School	of	
Social	Work,	University	of	Southern	California,	Los	Angeles,	CA	

2015-present	 Postdoctoral	Research	Fellow,	School	of	Medicine,	University	of	Colorado,	Denver,	CO	

2012-2017	 Adjunct	Professor,	Graduate	School	of	Social	Work,	University	of	Denver,	Denver,	CO	

2010-2012	 Graduate	Research	Assistant,	Graduate	School	of	Social	Work,	University	of	Denver,	
Denver,	CO	

2011-2012	 Graduate	Teaching	Assistant,	Graduate	School	of	Social	Work,	University	of	Denver,	
Denver,	CO	
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2007-2010	 Behavioral	Researcher	III,	Division	of	Psychosocial	Medicine,	National	Jewish	Health,	
Denver,	CO	

2006-2007	 Research	Assistant,	Research	Network	Development	Core,	Center	for	Mental	Health	
Services	Research,	Washington	University	in	St.	Louis,	St.	Louis,	MO		 	

Clinical	

2010-2015	 Workplace	Programs	Coordinator/Manager,	Peer	Assistance	Services,	Aurora,	CO	

2002-present	 Senior	Instructor,	Kidpower	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs,	CO	

2005-2007	 Crisis	Advocate,	Children’s	Home	&	Aid	Society	of	Illinois,	East	St.	Louis,	IL	

2004-2005	 Psychological	Technician,	ComCor	Inc.,	Colorado	Springs,	CO	

	

HONORS	AND	COMPETITIVE	FELLOWSHIPS	

	 2006-2007	 Graham	Taylor	Scholar,	George	Warren	Brown	School	of	Social	Work,	Washington	
University	in	St.	Louis	

	 2010-2011	 Graduate	Studies	Doctoral	Fellowship,	Office	of	the	Provost,	University	of	Denver	

	 2012-2013	 GSSW	Dean’s	Pre-Dissertation	Fellowship,	Graduate	School	of	Social	Work,	University	
of	Denver	

	 2012	 	 Research	Travel	Award,	GSSW	Doctoral	Program	Research	Committee,	University	of	
Denver	

	 2013-2014	 Enid	O.	Cox	Pre-Doctoral	Fellowship,	Graduate	School	of	Social	Work,	University	of	
Denver	

	 2014	 	 Graduate	Studies	Dissertation	Fellowship,	Office	of	Graduate	Studies,	University	of	
Denver		

	 2014	 	 Research	Travel	Award,	GSSW	Doctoral	Program	Research	Committee,	University	of	
Denver	

	 2014-2015	 Excellence	in	Teaching	Award	–	Adjunct	Faculty,	Graduate	School	of	Social	Work,	
University	of	Denver:	Nominated	by	students	and	voted	by	faculty	as	the	best	teacher	
among	more	than	100	adjunct	faculty	

	 2016	 	 Daetwiler	Award	for	Distinguished	Service	to	the	Employee	Assistance	Profession,	
Colorado	Chapter,	Employee	Assistance	Professionals	Association	

	

BOARD	&	COMMITTEE	SERVICE	

Local	

	 2012-2013	 Member,	Training	Subcommittee,	Colorado	Prevention	Certification	Board	

	 2010-2013	 Co-chair,	Membership	Committee,	Employee	Assistance	Professionals	Association:	
Colorado	Chapter	

	 2013	 	 Conference	Co-chair,	“Successes	&	Opportunities	for	Social	Work:	Integrated	Health	
Care	in	Colorado”,	Western	Colorado	MSW	Program,	University	of	Denver	

	 2013-2015	 Board	President,	Employee	Assistance	Professionals	Association:	Colorado	Chapter	

	 2014	 	 Conference	Chair,	“Prescription	Medication	&	Marijuana	Misuse	Among	Working	
Adults”,	Employee	Assistance	Professionals	Association:	Colorado	Chapter	
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	 2015-2016	 Board	Member,	Colorado	Prevention	Certification	Board	

	 2015-present	 Member,	Colorado	Health	Evaluation	Collaborative,	Colorado	Department	of	Health	
Care	Policy	&	Financing	

National/International		

	 2015-present	 Member	&	Chair,	Practice-Based	Research	Network	Steering	Committee,	Employee	
Assistance	Professionals	Association	International			

2016-present	 At-Large	Director,	Board	of	Directors,	Employee	Assistance	Professionals	Association	
International			

PROFESSIONAL	SOCIETIES	

	 2007-Present	 Member,	National	Association	of	Social	Workers	

	 2007-2008	 Student	Member,	American	Psychological	Association	

	 2008-2010	 Student	Member,	Sleep	Research	Society	

	 2010-Present	 Professional	Member,	Employee	Assistance	Professionals	Association	

	 2012-2014	 Student	Member,	American	Academy	for	Communication	in	Healthcare	

	 	

JOURNAL	REVIEW	ACTIVITIES	

Reviewer:	

	 2012-present	 JAMA	Internal	Medicine	

	 2015-Present	 Journal	of	Workplace	Behavioral	Health			

	 2016-Present	 Circulation:	Cardiovascular	Quality	and	Outcomes	

	 2016-Present	 Journal	of	General	Internal	Medicine		

	 	 	 	 *Named	“Superior	Reviewer”	for	2015-2016			

	 2016-Present	 Journal	of	Palliative	Medicine		

	 2016-Present	 American	Heart	Journal		

	

	

	

	

REPORT	OF	FUNDED	AND	UNFUNDED	PROJECTS	

	 Current	/	Ongoing:	

Development	of	Patient	Decision	Aids	for	Transcatheter	Aortic	Valve	Replacement	(Knoepke,	C)	

11/15/2016-11/15/2017	 		 0.0	calendar	

American	College	of	Cardiology	Foundation	 	 $90,000	(Total)	

Review	of	evidence	and	creation	of	usable	patient	decision	aids	for	use	with	patients	with	severe	aortic	
stenosis	

Role:	Principle	investigator		
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Development	of	Patient	Decision	Aids	for	Anticoagulant	Use	with	Left	Atrial	Appendage	Closure	
(Matlock,	D)	

1/1/2017-1/1/2018	 	 0.0	calendar	

American	College	of	Cardiology	Foundation	 	 $96,000	(Total)	

Review	of	evidence	and	creation	of	usable	patient	decision	aids	for	use	with	patients	considering	left	atrial	
appendage	closure	(e.g.	WATCHMAN	device)	placement	

Role:	Co-investigator	

	

A	Multicenter	Trial	of	a	Shared	DECision	Support	Intervention	for	Patients	offered	implantable	
Cardioverter-DEfibrillators:	DECIDE	-	ICD	Trial	(1R01HL136403-01:	Matlock,	D)	

04/01/2017	–	03/31/2022	 	 6.0	calendar	

NIH:	National	Heart,	Lung,	&	Blood	Institute		 	 $821,921	(Total)	

The	overall	goal	is	to	assess	real-world	effectiveness	(Aim	1)	and	implementation	(Aim	2)	of	patient	
decision	aids	for	high-risk	decisions	using	the	implantable	cardioverter-defibrillator	(ICD)	as	a	model.	By	
simultaneously	exploring	effectiveness	and	implementation,	this	project	will	provide	pragmatic	
information	that	will	inform	a	growing	national	agenda	to	better	involve	patients	in	their	health	care	via	
shared	decision	making.	 	 	

Role:	Co-investigator	

	

A	Patient	Decision	Aid	to	Augment	Lethal	Means	Counseling	for	Suicidal	Patients	(R34:	Betz,	M)	

07/01/2017	–	06/31/2019	 	 3.6	calendar	

NIH:	National	Institute	for	Mental	Health		 	 $721,877	(Total)	

Goals:	To	(1)	develop	and	(2)	conduct	preliminary	testing	on	an	innovative,	web-based,	patient-centered	
lethal-means	decision	aid		for	firearm	storage	in	homes	of	adults	with	suicide	risk.	 	 	

Role:	Research	Fellow	

	

Using	Novel	Shared	Decision	Making	to	Help	Frail	&	High-Risk	Patients	with	Aortic	Stenosis	Make	Goal-
Concordant	Decisions	(Knoepke,	C)	

7/1/2017-6/31/2018	 	 0	calendar	

Palliative	Care	Research	Collaborative			 	 $10,941	(Total)	

Goals:	To	(1)	describe	the	patient	perspective	on	decision	support	needs	while	considering	TAVR	(2)	
develop	a	new	decision	support	model	for	TAVR	using	innovative	pedagogic	methods..	 	 	

Role:	Principle	Investigator	

Past	/	Completed:	

Northwest	Colorado	Social	Work	Development	(Lamendola,	W)	

8/1/2012-8/1/2013	 	 9.0	calendar	

Caring	for	Colorado		 	 $35,000	(Total)	

Addressing	behavioral	health	workforce	needs	in	Northwest	Colorado	through	the	creation	of	a	Masters-
level	social	work	distance	education	program	and	integrated	healthcare	curriculum	 	 	
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Role:	Co-investigator	&	Conference	Chair	

	

Development	of	an	Ultra-Brief	Marijuana	Abuse	Screening	Tool	Utilizing	Data	Collected	from	Adults	in	
Primary	Health	Care	Settings	(Maguran,	J)	 	

1/1/2014-6/30/2015	 	 0.0	calendar	

School	of	Nursing,	University	of	Alabama	-	Tuscaloosa	 	 $0	(Total)	

Investigating	an	abbreviated	CUDIT-R	for	use	in	primary	care	screening	for	marijuana	misuse	

Role:	Research	preceptor	

	

TEACHING	ACTIVITY	

Faculty	Advisor:	Doctor	of	Social	Work	Program,	Suzanne	Dworak-Peck	School	of	Social	Work,	University	of	
Southern	California	

	 2017-present	 Capstone	Advising	

Adjunct	Faculty:	Graduate	School	of	Social	Work,	University	of	Denver	

	 2012	 	 Social	Work	Practice	

	 2012-2017	 Mental	Health	&	Drug	Dependency	Policy	&	Systems	

	 2013-2017	 Health	Care	Policy	

	 2014-2016	 Evidence	for	Practice	

Lectures:	Graduate	School	of	Social	Work,	University	of	Denver	

	 2012-2013	 “Motivational	Interviewing”	in	“Cognitive	Behavioral	Therapy”	–	Stacey	Freedenthal,	
PhD,	LCSW,	Instructor	

	 2016	 	 “Motivational	Interviewing”	in	“Social	Work	Intervention	in	Healthcare”	–	Michael	
Talamantes,	LCSW,	Instructor		

Teaching	Practica:	Graduate	School	of	Social	Work,	University	of	Denver	

	 2011	 Mental	Health	&	Drug	Dependency	Policy	&	Systems	-		William	Cloud,	PhD,	Preceptor	

	 2012	 Assessment	of	Mental	Health	in	Adults	–	Stacey	Freedental,	PhD,	LCSW,	Preceptor	

	

	

	

Other:	Graduate	School	of	Social	Work,	University	of	Denver	

	 2013	 Curriculum	review:	Social	Work	in	Integrated	Healthcare.	Led	national	advisory	
committee	in	review	of	existing	curricula	to	create	“Health	Care	Policy”	and	
“Advanced	Social	Work	Practice	in	Healthcare”	courses.	Created	new	“Health	&	
Wellness”	concentration	in	MSW	program		

	 	

INVITED	LOCAL	&	NATIONAL	TALKS	

2013,	Sep	 “Prescription	Drug	Abuse	Prevention:	Lessons	Learned	from	the	National	Governors	
Association	Initiative”.	Presented	at	the	Annual	Illinois	Alcoholism	&	Drug	
Dependence	Association	Conference.	Naperville,	IL.	
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2013,	Sep	 “Medical	Marijuana	and	Prevention:	What	We	Can	Learn	from	Colorado’s	Experience.”	
Presented	at	the	Illinois	Alcoholism	&	Drug	Dependence	Association	Conference.	
Naperville,	IL.	

2014,	May	 “Medical	&	Legal	Marijuana:	What	We	Can	Learn	from	Colorado’s	Experience”.	
Opening	plenary	presented	at	the	Treatment	Accountability	for	Safer	Communities	
(TASC)	20th	Annual	National	Conference	on	Drugs,	Crime,	&	Society.	Birmingham,	AL.	

2014,	June	 “Marijuana	is	Legal:	Now	What?”	Annual	Colorado	Providers	Association	Conference,	
Golden,	CO.	

2014,	Sep	 “Public	Health	Implications	of	Marijuana	Legalization.”		Presented	at	the	Illinois	
Alcoholism	&	Drug	Dependence	Association	Conference.	Naperville,	IL.	

2014,	Nov	 “EAP	Practice	with	Legal	Marijuana.”	Employee	Assistance	Professionals	Association,	
Los	Angeles	Chapter.	Los	Angeles,	CA	

2015,	Jan	 “A	Joint	Discussion	of	Marijuana	Policy	&	Practice	in	Colorado.”	41st	Annual	Addictive	
Disorders,	Behavioral	Health,	&	Mental	Health	Winter	Symposium,	Colorado	Springs,	
CO.	

2015,	Mar	 “EAP	Practice	with	Legal	Marijuana.”	Employee	Assistance	Professionals	Association,	
Toledo	Chapter.	Toledo,	OH	

2015,	Apr	 “Sleep	Deprivation:	Plaguing	the	Nation’s	Workforce.”	8th	Annual	Colorado	Culture	of	
Health	Conference,	Denver,	CO	

2015,	June	 “Social	Work	Policy	&	Practice	with	Legal	Marijuana.”	University	of	Denver	
Professional	Development	Summer	Series.	Denver,	CO	

2015,	July	 “Social	Work	Policy	&	Practice	with	Legal	Marijuana.”	University	of	Denver	Western	
Colorado	MSW	Program.	Glenwood	Springs,	CO	

2015,	July	 “EAP	Policy	&	Practice	with	Legal	Marijuana.”	Plenary	presented	at	the	Labor	
Assistance	Professionals	(LAP)	National	Conference.	Las	Vegas,	NV.	

2016,	Feb	 “Sleep	Deprivation	at	Work:	A	Hidden	Problem	in	Need	of	Creative	Solutions.”	
American	Heart	Association	Fit-Friendly	Worksite	Symposium.	Denver,	CO.	

2017,	Apr	 “Suicide	Prevention	in	EAPs:	Clinical	and	Political	Considerations	Surrounding	Lethal	
Means	Counselling.”	Employee	Assistance	Professionals	Association	–	Colorado	Half	
Day	Symposium.	Denver,	CO	
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